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HIV Community Planning Council 
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, October 27th, 2025 
25 Van Ness Ave Room 610  

4:00-6:30 pm 
 

HIV Community Planning Council Members Present: Chuck Adams, Robert Arnold, Leroy Blea, Bill Blum, Anna 
Branzuela, Franco Chevalier, Ed Chitty, Elaine Flores, Elyse Griffin, Ron Hernandez, Lee Jewell, Thomas Knoble, Nga Le, T. 
J. Lee-Miyaki, Helen Lin, Derrick Mapp, Jon Oskarsson, Irma Parada, John Paul Soto, Manuel Vasquez 
HIV Community Planning Council Members Absent: Erwin Barrios [E], Zachary Davenport [E], Jesus Guillen [LOA], Marco 
Montenegro [E], Charles Siron [E], Richard Sullivan [A] 
Others Present: Martin Muneton, Nikos Pecoraro, Michael Petrelis, Elke Schoen, Stephen Spano, Sue Walburg-Smith, 
Wesley Yuen 
DPH Staff Present: Natalie Basha, Julia Jansen, Sharon Pipkin 
Support Staff Present: Mark Molnar, Kira Perez, Kat Tajgeer 

 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call. Introduction of Public. Co-Chair Welcome.  
The meeting was called to order at 4:01 pm by CM Knoble. Roll Call was called; everyone introduced themselves and 
quorum was established.  

2. Review and Approve October 27th, 2025 DRAFT Agenda – VOTE 
The October 27th, 2025 DRAFT Agenda was reviewed and approved by consensus. 

3. Review and Approve September 22nd, 2025 DRAFT Minutes – VOTE 
The September 22nd, 2025 DRAFT Minutes were reviewed and approved by consensus.  

4. Announcements 

• CM Blum introduces Natalie Basha, who is the new Data Analyst at HIV Health Services.  
5. Public Comment  

• Michael Petrelis states that the draft agenda for the Full Council meeting is not located on the HCPC website. 
He notes that he emailed council staff earlier in the day to request it and was informed that it is not put on 
the website until it is approved. He states this is a burden being put on the public to have to wait until after 
the meeting has started to learn what is on the agenda. He requests that the draft agendas start being added 
to the website prior to meetings.  

• Michael Petrelis comments on the September 22nd, 2025 draft minutes and cites similar concerns around the 
draft minutes not being available on the website. He notes a concern of his in the minutes regarding the HIV 
Epidemiological portion, stating that the minutes make no mention of the gratitude that should be expressed 
to his generation. He notes the presentation makes no mention of how gay men, especially of his generation, 
have controlled the HIV epidemic. He states that he would like acknowledgment about the contributions his 
generation has made to the HIV epidemic and states his dislike that the report makes no mention of gay men, 
only men who have sex with men (MSM).  

• Elke Schoen announces that Project Open Hand will be hosting an open house next Thursday, November 6th. 
It will be open to the public and there are flyers on the welcome table for folks to take if they are interested.  

• Michael Petrelis states he is there to educate folks about some of the campaigns that he states are 
demonizing gay men. He cites an ad that was run that equated people with syphilis as time bombs. He feels it 
is not okay that these ads have not been addressed and was hopeful that the HCPC would look at the damage 
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caused by these ads. He adds that, moving forward, everything the HCPC does must give gratitude to his 
generation. 

• Nikos Pecoraro shares that they learned that the mayor has declined to move forward with their 
appointment to the HCPC, despite being voted in by the HCPC. They have tried to meet with the mayor to 
discuss, and they have declined to meet with them, nor will they provide any reasoning as to why. Nikos is 
moving forward with a Change.org petition and asks if any council members would be willing to sign it.  

o CM Thomas says she cannot remember ever having someone rejected from the HCPC.  
❖ CS Molnar adds that two candidates were rejected during Willie Brown’s time in office.  

i. CM Thomas suggests that council co-chairs ask for a meeting with the 
appointment secretary and educate them on the HCPC’s community process, 
seats, and criteria that needs to be met to be eligible for federal funding. CM 
Thomas asks to have this added to the agenda for the November Full Council 
meeting and have it noted as a vote.  

▪ CS Molnar says he will add it to the agenda.  
6. Staff Announcements  

• CS Molnar checks in about the November Full Council meeting and asks folks how they would feel about 
making the meeting virtual via Zoom. He highlights that the November meeting regularly struggles to achieve 
quorum each year and wanted to know if meeting virtually would help.  

o CM Blum suggests asking how many council members would be able to join in-person.  
❖ CS Molnar says enough people can attend in-person so the meeting will stay as is.  

7. General Updates 

• CAEAR Coalition – CM Jewell 
o CM Jewell says there is no update with the government being shut down.  

• SOA & ADAP – CM Blea 
o CM Blea highlights that the OA Voice addresses the six determinants of health, and updates folks on 

ADAP and PrEP-AP utilization.  
o CM Blea highlights the Ending the Syndemic Symposium that was just held, which was an opportunity 

for the State Office of AIDS’ (SOA) California partners to look backwards and forwards about the 
progress they have made in addressing the endemic of hepatitis, HIV, and STIs in California. CM Blea 
notes that this work could not be done without the continued advocacy and participation of all 
communities, including those of gay men and those that are most affected in California. He highlights 
the Syndemic Symposium had special sessions focused on HIV & Aging, particularly the advocacy 
that’s gone on across the state to focus on specific needs related to HIV and aging.    

o CM Blea announces the integration of the Office of AIDS and the STD Control Branch into a single, 
new Division. It will be the Division of HIV, STI, and HCV Programs and there is a current opening for 
the Chief of the Division of HIV, HCV, and STIs.  

o CM Blea highlights the Integrated Plan and provides an overview of the process. He notes they are 
working on updating the plan and it will be available for community review in March or April of 2026.  

• The Reunion Project – CS Molnar 
o CS Molnar recalls that the HCPC voted to use Carry Forward Funds to allocate the amount of $15,000 

to support a weekend-long town hall that brings HIV+ survivors together with providers of services. 
They are partnering with several entities and agencies including the Mayor’s Office of Housing and 
Community Development (MOHCD), the Department of Disability & Aging Services (DAS), and the 
Reunion Project. The working group has been meeting on a regular basis and have narrowed down 
the event to two possible weekends. He provides a brief overview of what the weekend will entail.   

8. Cluster Detection and Response 
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• CM Knoble introduces the HIV Cluster Detection and Response (CDR) and reviews the presentation’s agenda. 
They discuss the four Ending the HIV Epidemic (ETE) pillars and notes the CDR work is encompassed in the 
“Respond” pillar.  

• Sharon Pipkin introduces herself and discusses disease reporting, highlighting that there are over 60,000 
reportable conditions in California, with HIV being one of them. She discusses the process of how CDR works 
and how the Health Department collects case reports of HIV and accompanying laboratory reports. She 
discusses CDR activities, noting that HIV genetic sequence data is used to identify clusters and public health 
entities have criteria to prioritize clusters with rapid and recent transmission. She discusses how they also use 
time-space alerts by using statistical methods that detect increases within geographic areas or a specific 
population. She reviews how HIV sequences help identify clusters of rapid HIV transmission and how clusters 
of concern are identified. She discusses how San Francisco assures privacy and confidentiality, noting the 
various protections on the data and that it can only be used when there is a clear public health need.  

• Julia Jansen introduces herself and reviews the multi-disciplinary and collaborative response workgroup, 
highlighting the various representatives that make up the workgroup. She reviews what the LINCS team does 
and how they work to link individuals with STIs and HIV and their partners to treatment, care, and 
prevention. She highlights the rigorous training providers go through to provide stigma-free, culturally 
competent care and that they work hard to meet folks where they are at, including in the field. She discusses 
how LINCS responds to a cluster and works to get folks involved in care. Jansen discusses community testing 
events where they have been able to utilize a collaborative, integrated approach to host three events 
providing STI/HIV/HCV testing, linkage to treatment, and harm reduction supplies.  

• CM Knoble summarizes how CDR helps to achieve ETE goals by helping to link folks to care, receiving early 
notice of clusters of viruses with drug resistance mutations, identifying gaps in care, and by preventing 
continued rapid HIV transmission. 

o CM Jewell asks if they can put in perspective the 87 folks who were identified over a three-year 
period. He says CDR detection in other parts of the country are very different. Help us understand 
how we fit into the national perspective. 

❖ Jansen says the 87 folks who were identified had been identified because they were within a 
cluster who were not in care. She notes that CDR acts as a safety net by identifying folks 
who are not in care that are not on the radar of the clinic or HIV surveillance. She adds that 
the 87 people was how many folks they have been able to reach and then re-engage in care 
or confirm they are in care.  

i. CM Knoble adds that San Francisco is a big, small city so they do have the 
capacity for more of a personal touch than other places in the country might 
have.  

o CM Thomas says given the many changes at the CDC and funding, what is the funding for CDR like? 
Have there been any changes or impacts from the federal level? 

❖ CM Knoble says no, not so far. The EPI team did receive other cuts and losing the medical 
monitoring team was a significant loss for EPI as a whole and specifically for CDR.  

i. Jansen adds that, at this point, the federal funding is still intact. She highlights 
that this is an area where community voice is so important should there be cuts 
to the funding stream.  

o CM Lee-Miyaki notes the figure that 60% of newly diagnosed people have their virus sequenced by 
CDR and asks for more information. 

❖ Pipkin says that not every laboratory reports directly to San Francisco Department of Public 
Health so some of the information gets funneled to the state and analyzed elsewhere.  
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o CM Mapp speaks to barriers folks might encounter when seeking care and, given the limited funding, 
have there been any sort of discussions around either presenting small groups or focus groups 
around these issues? 

❖ CM Knoble confirms there is work being done around this. They speak specifically to the 
uptick in cases in cisgender women in the last year, and note that they want to make sure 
that group is receiving attention.  

9. Break 
10. Marin County Report – VOTE  

• CM Le reviews the 2025 County of Marin Fact Sheet on HIV/AIDS in Marin County. CM Le reviews the 

total number of HIV cases in Marin County and reviews the demographics, including gender, age, 
race/ethnicity, and transmission category. She highlights the Continuum of HIV Care, noting that both the 

number of folks receiving HIV care and those that have achieved viral suppression have both increased 

since 2023. She reviews the demographics of Marin County residents who have been newly diagnosed, 

including gender, age at diagnosis, race/ethnicity, and transmission category. She highlights there are 

disparities in HIV and STI diagnoses amongst those 25-39 years old and in the Latino/a/x/e community. 

CM Le discusses community input that was gathered via a countywide client satisfaction survey in which 

clients ranked Psychosocial Support Services, Food Vouchers, and Medical Case Management with the 

highest satisfaction scores. Respondents also ranked Food Vouchers, Oral Health Care, and Non-Medical 
Case Management as the top three priorities.  

• CM Le reviews Marin County’s Prioritization & Allocation process, noting changes from the previous year.  
o CM Flores speaks to challenges Marin County faced this year and is optimistic they can be even 

stronger in the future. 

o CM Oskarsson inquires about the 54% retained in care.  
❖ CM Le says they do not really look at the retained in care numbers and instead focus on 

the number of folks in care and viral suppression. 
o CM Mapp speaks to surprise around mental health being lower in prioritization. He asks where 

substance use treatment falls in the allocation? 

❖ CM Le says the change for mental health happened because it was underutilized and is 
no longer funded. She says substance use isn’t listed in the priorities because there are 

other programs in the county that offer it.  

o CM Knoble acknowledges CM Le’s leadership and acknowledge the work the county is doing.  

Motion: CM Thomas motions to approve the Prioritization & Allocation for Marin County. 
Second: CM Lee-Miyaki seconds this motion. 
Motion passes through a roll call vote, refer to column (3). 
11. San Mateo County – VOTE 

• CM Branzuela and Asa Ohsaki introduce the San Mateo County annual report. CM Branzuela reviews the 

geographic information about San Mateo County and highlights various points of interest. She highlights 
that the geographic distance present within the county can be a barrier to essential care for folks 

accessing care. She reviews the care systems serving the community including San Mateo Medical Center 

and Edison Clinic. She highlights the teams under the Public Health Policy & Planning including Street 

Medicine, Field Medicine, and the SMC Mobile Clinic.  

o CM Jewell says this brings to mind some of the difficulty that is happening under the recent bill 
that was passed regarding rural health and hospitals.  

• Asa Ohsaki reviews the demographics of people living with HIV (PLWH) in San Mateo County by gender, 

age, race/ethnicity, and transmissions category. Ohsaki highlights that Latine/o/a/x individuals make up 

40% of PLWH and people of color make up about 60% of PLWH in San Mateo County, noting the 
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disparities that exist for these communities. Ohsaki reviews the geography of people living with HIV 

(PLWH) in the county. She highlights new HIV diagnoses, noting there were 38 new diagnoses compared 

to 79 new cases in 2023, but that these numbers are subject to change pending more data collection. She 

adds that many of these new diagnoses were late testers and there is a disparity in new cases amongst 

those aged 20-39 years old and people of color.  

• CM Branzuela reviews funding updates for 2025-2026. She highlights that San Mateo County continues 

to see an increase in new clients seeking Ryan White and HOPWA funded services. CM Branzuela reviews 
the Prioritization & Allocation process for San Mateo County, noting the Board voted not to make any 

changes to the Prioritization this year.  

Motion: CM Vasquez motions to approve the Prioritization & Allocation for San Mateo County. 
Second: CM Chitty seconds this motion. 
Motion passes through a roll call vote, refer to column (4). 

• CM Branzuela reviews updates about the Edison Clinic, highlighting that their PrEP clinic is entirely 

pharmacist “driven by protocol.” She reviews information about their Correctional Health and 

Street/Field Medicine collaboration. She discusses community intervention efforts, including county-

wide Provider Detailing and increasing access to HIV/HCV/STI testing via the TakeMeHome.org self-

testing home campaign.  
o CM Thomas asks what harm reduction services look like in San Mateo County? 

❖ Wesley Yuen speaks to harm reduction services and how folks can access them.  

o CM Blum notes that the Asian population is growing and asks if this is an increase in younger 

Filipino folks? 

❖ Ohsaki says she will need to look into the data more and can get back to him with an 

answer.  

12. Next Meeting Date & Adjournment  
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 24th, 2025, 4:00 – 6:30 pm at 25 Van Ness, 6th floor 
conference room.  

 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM by CM Knoble. 
 

Full Council Meeting 
HIV Community Planning Council 

Roll Call: P=Present; A=absent; E=Excused; L=Leave of Absence 
Votes: Votes: Y=Yes; N=No; B=Abstain; R=Recused (deduct from quorum) 

Date: October 27, 2025 [roll] [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] 

Chuck Adams  P Y Y Y Y       

Robert Arnold  P Y Y Y Y       

Erwin Barrios E - - - -       

Leroy Blea P Y Y Y Y       

Bill Blum P           

Anna Branzuela P Y Y Y Y       
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Franco Chevalier P Y Y Y -       

Ed Chitty P Y Y Y Y       

Zachary Davenport E - - - -       

Elaine Flores P Y Y Y Y       

Elyse Griffin P Y Y Y Y       

Jesus Guillen LOA - - - -       

Ron Hernandez  P Y Y Y Y       

Lee Jewell P Y Y Y Y       

Thomas Knoble (Co-Chair) P Y Y Y Y       

Nga Le P Y Y Y Y       

T. J. Lee-Miyaki P Y Y Y Y       

Helen Lin P Y Y Y Y       

Derrick Mapp P Y Y Y Y       

Marco Montenegro E - - - -       

Jon Oskarsson P Y Y Y Y       

Irma Parada P Y Y Y Y       

Charles Siron A - - - -       

John Paul Soto P Y Y Y Y       

Richard Sullivan A - - - -       

Laura Thomas P Y Y Y Y       

Manuel Vasquez P Y Y Y Y       

            

Ayes  20 20 20 19       

Nayes  0 0 0 0       
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Abstain  0 0 0 0       

Recusal  0 0 0 0       

Total 21 20 20 20 19       


